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35 Walnut Place 

Local Historic District Report ï June 2020 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Local Historic District Report 
 

Address:  35 Walnut Place  

District:  Pill Hill  LHD 

Applicant:  Columbia Contracting 

Date Built:  1888-1889 

Architect: William Ralph Emerson 

Builder: unknown  
 

     

 
 

 

 

Statement of Significance: 
35 Walnut Place was built c. 1888-1889 on the site of the Benjamin Guild residence, one of the first developers of Walnut 

Place. The structure was designed by William Ralph Emerson, a prominent New England architect. Emerson was a 

charter member of the Boston Society of Architects, author of numerous architectural articles, and lecturer on 

architectural subjects at the BSA and elsewhere.  

 

Unfortunately in 1945 the houseôs south wing was demolished, and the design and balance was greatly altered. In 1991 

windows were replaced, and a rear dormer was enlarged. In 1996 a family room and side entry porch were added. In 2017 

the current owners received a Certificate of Non Applicability to install an in ground swimming pool.  

 

 

Proposed Alterations: 
The applicant is seeking a Retroactive Certificate of Appropriateness to remove the existing wood gutters and 

replace them with copper gutters that match the existing profile and dimensions.  

 

Applicable Guidelines: 
¶ Wood gutters, when an integral part of an ornamental cornice or roof edge design, should be repaired and 

maintained. Copper gutters which duplicate the original molding profile or wood gutters may be considered as a 

replacement for wood gutters. Aluminum gutters should not be used except as like kind replacement.  

 



Page 2 of 9 

35 Walnut Place 

Local Historic District Report ï June 2020 

Preliminary Findings: 
In May 2020 staff was forwarded a building permit application for review by the Building Department. Shortly 

after, staff conducted a site visit and observed that the applicant had begun alterations on the exterior without 

the benefit of any permits. The work that had begun included the removal of the wood gutters, reroofing and 

replacement of the fascia boards. After receiving an application, staff issued Retroactive Certificates of Non 

Applicability for the reroofing of the asphalt shingles and fascia board replacement as it were to be done in 

kind. Since that time staff has also received an application and issued a Certificate of Non Applicability for first 

floor window and door replacements as the work is not visible from a public way. All work except the 

reinstallation of the gutters is currently underway.  

 

Much of 35 Walnut Place is not visible from a public way as Walnut Place is a private way. The second floor 

and roof of the rear and left side elevations are the portions of the house minimally visible from Oakland Road, 

a public way. Staff was able to find a 2017 visibility photograph (page 4 of this report) that shows what is 

visible through the landscaping during winter months. 

 

While staff does not condone working without approvals, the retroactive request to install copper gutters 

appears appropriate and in keeping with the Design Guidelines for Local Historic Districts as the applicant is 

proposing to replicate the profile of the wood gutter. Additionally the applicant is proposing to replace the 

existing 3ò corrugated galvanized downspouts in kind. 
 

 
2014 Aerial view of 35 Walnut Place, looking east. 
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2014 Aerial view of 35 Walnut Place, looking south. 

 

2014 Aerial view of 35 Walnut Place, looking west. 
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2014 Aerial view of 35 Walnut Place, looking north. 

 

 

2017 Photograph of the portion of the rear and side elevation that is visible from Oakland Road (public way) 


